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FROM THE EDITOR'S TABLE

The recent G20 summit, along with its accompanying protests on the streets of London, has acted as a visible
symbol of the growing seriousness of the situation in which the global economy finds itself. Similarly, the
media brings us stories of tragedy and need caused by the worsening crisis on a daily basis. What doesn't
receive as much newsprint is how the world's youthful population is being affected. How is the financial crisis
shaping our experience of development, unemployment, and migration? And how can we weather this storm
and come out the other side all the stronger for this experience?

Firstly, as the numbers of those facing unemployment and redundancy swell whilst available jobs subside, the
job market is becoming flooded with qualified professionals who have years of experience. As young people we are now finding
ourselves competing with these people as we look for work. Youth are therefore finding themselves forced to take positions for
which they are arguably over-qualified in search of a salary, or are unable to find any work at all.

However, we must see the silver lining of this situation: now is the perfect time to take on volunteering positions and internships
that help us improve our knowledge and our experience, factors that are attractive to prospective employers. There are so many
opportunities available, from online volunteering to helping projects in your local community. Pick an issue that is close to your
heart and set some time aside to contribute to its development. Not only will you enjoy the experience and be assisting a
worthwhile cause; you will also learn invaluable skills. Show your flexibility and willingness to take on any task - as well as the fact
that you are motivated by more than money - and you will improve your chances of gaining employment, if not in the immediate
future then certainly as the current situation begins to improve.

We must also not forget the impact on migration. Recently in March 2009 our headlines were telling us the tragic story of hundreds
of migrants who drowned off the coast of Libya in their attempts to get to Europe in search of a better life. However, as people
leave their borders in search of work they are finding that host countries are becoming increasingly hostile to foreign workers.
There is a growing feeling amongst various populations that any jobs available should go to 'home' workers. This serves to
exacerbate what is already often a simmering tension between natives and immigrants.

As young people, our vulnerability in these situations is increased as we often have less life experience, less knowledge of our
rights, and often no one to speak on our behalf. Governments in home countries need to make employment opportunities more
attractive for those looking to leave, particularly as retaining youth population tends to sustain economic development and increase



provision of social and public services. We can help by voicing our concerns and needs to decision makers. In being proactive we
can highlight the many benefits of development partnerships such as schemes for guest work programmes that promote circular
and temporary migration.

Nevertheless despite the increasingly negative downturn the world's economy is taking, adjacent to the cries of 'financial crisis' still
runs the inspiring rhetoric of President Obama in his 'Audacity of Hope' message. Now, more than ever, we need to apply this to
our everyday lives. As children, we act with audacity, rushing headfirst into activities with little thought or imagination as to the
consequences of our actions. As we mature into young people, this audacity is replaced with caution, based on our life experiences
and increasing knowledge of the world. The current crisis has served to throw into sharp relief exactly what happens when some
people act with little foresight. As the generation that will be next to inherit our planet and the economic, political and social
systems we have setup to live on it, we need to combine the 'audacity' of children with our own natural caution. To head into that
darkened room that is the future, but with as much lighting behind us as possible.

Shimrit Janes,
Assistant Newsletter Editor

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

The International School of Art, Business, and Technology (ISABT) in Ghana
http://isabt.org

"People in Ghana recognize that their future life success is tied to education. The Republic of Ghana also believes their education
process should lead to the improvement of the quality of life for all Ghanaians by empowering them to overcome poverty. They
recognize that in order to do this, citizens have to be provided with essential skills, including reading and writing."
(The Ministry of Education and Sports, Republic of Ghana. October 2004)

The International School of Art, Business, and Technology (ISABT) in Ghana helps children author books in West Africa, about West
Africa and for West Africa to promote the art of writing through instructional professional development and global exchange. We
use a software application called RealeWriter to help students in Ghana author and publish their own stories as books. These books
are then published on the Internet, making them available to all of Africa as well as the rest of the world.

RealeWriter software is free, easy to use, and enables anyone with the technology to create and share his or her own books. It also
helps establish healthy 'book cycles' in schools and communities. You can learn more about the software as well as read some of
the RealeBooks that are being published right now here: www.realebooks.com/index.php/home.

The 'Book Cycle' is a model that reflects the dynamics of a fully literate community. It is our framework for recognizing and uniting
all contributors to reading and writing success: parents, students, teachers, and community members.

To read RealeBooks, get started on creating on your own or to find out more, you can follow these links:

http://www.jonathanthurston.com
http://www.ISABT.org
http://www.makingbooksinghana.org
http://ghana.realelibrary.com
http://isabt.blogspot.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/jonthur

If you have any specific questions about the ISABT RealeBook project you can contact the Founding President of ISABT, Jonathan
Thurston on jonathanthurston@gmail.com

UPDATES

UNESCO - Best practices in youth policies and programmes
An inter-agency, inter-organisation project, "Best practices" aims to recognise, share and publish successful practices in youth
policies and programmes in eight themes, including education, prevention of youth violence, and youth participation and
leadership. The project, which includes organisations such as UNICEF and WHO, will be implemented in three stages, finishing with
the publication of a book and a technical guide on the eight themes. For more information, contact Berenice Alcalde at
b.alcalde@unesco.org

African Union Declares Decade on Youth Development in Africa
The Assembly of Heads of State and government of the African Union have declared the years 2009-2019 as the decade of youth



development in Africa. The decade was declared during the last Executive Council held in January 2009 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
within the context of the outcomes and prospects related to the Year of African Youth 2008 and to facilitate the implementation of
the African Youth Charter after its ratification. For more information, contact Dabesaki Mac-Ikemenjima of the African Union
Commission at dabesaki@gmail.com

Draft Youth Bill to be reviewed
Accra, May 28, GNA - Government has set up a five-member committee to review the Draft Youth Bill to make it satisfy the current
needs of the youth, Alhaji Muntaka Mohammed Mubarak, Minister for Youth and Sports, said on Thursday.

He said the review was also to make for the creation of a Commission on Youth to give the National Youth Council the autonomy to
perform its functions effectively. The Minister disclosed this at a Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and You-net Youth forum in Accra to assess
the status of the National Youth Policy and to chart the way forward.

Alhaji Mohammed Mubarak said the move was to place the National Youth Council appropriately within the matrix of youth
development agenda and to make it the fulcrum of energizing the youth to participate fully in the country's development efforts.
He said government had begun a process aimed at redefining the National Youth Employment Programme to make it focus on
delivering the best results. For more information visit: http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/
artikel.php?ID=162860

"Exhume Bodies Of Murdered Ghanaians"
The United Nations (UN) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Commission have recommended that the
government of The Gambia pay compensation and redress to Ghana for the killing and disappearance of Ghanaians in The Gambia.
They have also recommended that The Gambian government should facilitate the exhumation and return to Ghana of the bodies of
the six deceased persons who were found in the Tanji forest and who had been identified as Ghanaians for fitting burials.

The international investigation panel of the UN and the ECOWAS Commission that looked into the killing and disappearance of 40
Ghanaians in July 2005 said the compensation should be agreed upon by both the governments of Ghana and The Gambia. Alhaji
Muhammad Mumuni, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration made this known when he returned home from Abuja,
Nigeria, on May 14 where he attended a meeting on the killings and disappearance of Ghanaians in the Gambia. For more
information visit: http://www.peacefmonline.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=22689:exhume-bodies-
of-murdered-ghanaians&catid=1:latest&Itemid=18

IOM (Serbia): IOM and Partners Address Youth Employment and Migration Challenges
Efforts are underway in Serbia to improve access to decent work for young people through better policies and programmes
addressing youth employment and migration.

About 500,000 young people left Serbia between 1991 and 2001 in search of better livelihoods. In the districts of Pcinjski, South
Backa and Belgrade where the programme will be carried out, it is estimated that in the last five years, more than 35% of the
current youth population, have left their communities and migrated abroad.

With USD 6.1 million from the MDG Achievement Fund and USD1.9 million from the Serbian government, IOM is leading a
programme targeting disadvantaged young men and women, especially Roma, and those most at risk of social exclusion and prime
candidates for emigration. Additional partners include UNDP, ILO, UNICEF, line ministries and NGOs.

RESOURCES

Recession Strategies
Challenging times are the true test of great leaders. What tools and strategies can young social entrepreneurs use to weather the
current economic storm? From developing contingency plans to pursuing alternative funding streams, you can find some helpful
ideas on this page of Youth ActionNet. For more information visit, http://www.youthactionnet.org/
index.php?fuse=homemaincontent

OPPORTUNITIES

YPWC Blog - Get your voice heard!
Do you see the world around you and feel as though you must speak out, whether to praise or oppose, suggest or inspire? Are you
passionate about issues that affect you and your community, and young people around the world? Are you tired of not getting your
voice heard?

If your answer is yes, then we want you! We are proud so say that we at YPWC have founded the YPWC Blog to help you really



make yourself heard on a global level. The Blog is intended to act as a 'sounding board' for young people with ideas related to our
programme areas and social-related issues that impact on development. We hope it can become a 'virtual coffee-shop', with young
people from all over the world coming together to discuss, debate and share ideas on anything and everything related to our core
issues here at YPWC.

So, if you're aged between 10 and 35 years, and have something to get off your chest, all you have to do is submit a sample of
your writing of not more than 1000 words, plus your CV to the YPWC Online Community Manager at Oluwakorede.Asuni@ypwc.org
by 15th August 2009.

The writing can be in the form of an essay or an article, or whatever best suits what you have to say. Just make sure it's personal
and written in your voice. Remember, you're talking to other young people of your age; you're not being assessed in school! We're
looking for writers who are lively and engaging, that inform whilst entertain.

For more information, please visit http://ypwc.org/images/docs/the%20ypwc%20blog%20terms%20of%20reference.doc_final.doc
for the guidelines on what we're looking for.

This is your world too, get yourself heard!

Make change happen with a Sheila McKechnie International Young Campaigner Award
Deadline: 30 June, 2009

The International Young Campaigner Award recognises campaigners who are 24 or younger, who are based outside the UK, in
many of the least developed countries of the global South. Eligible campaigners will be working to achieve social, economic or
environmental justice in their home countries - and specifically on issues relevant to girls and young women. The young person
who wins the award will benefit from mentoring, coaching and guidance from experienced campaigners to help them achieve
results with their campaign. This is a fantastic opportunity for young people who want to make change happen, and receive a
bespoke package of support relevant to their campaign, their skill level, and their age. For details visit:
http://www.sheilamckechnie.org.uk/showSubSub.php?id=88&page=3&last=117

Be The Change Grants
"Be The Change!" is a youth-led sustainable development Action Programme related to the Millennium Development Goals which
aims to empower young people around the world to "be the change they want to see in the world." (Mahatma Gandhi).Peace Child
International offers support and advice to young people to create and complete a variety of different projects serving the needs of
their community. To send in an application for the October 2009 deadline visit: http://www.peacechild.org/btc

PLURAL + launched at the AoC Forum in Istanbul , Turkey
PLURAL + is a media contest for youth from all over the world to submit self-produced short videos on their thoughts about
migration, integration, inclusiveness and identity. Youth are encouraged to explore sub-themes such as youth migration, refugee
issues, cross-cultural dialogue, diversity, human rights, and conflict prevention. Videos of any genre or style (animation,
documentary, drama, etc) will be accepted in three age-based categories: 9-12 year-old; 13-17 year-old; and 18-25 year old.
Winners will be announced on 18 December 2009, on the occasion of International Migrants Day. PLURAL + is a joint intiative of
the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the Alliance of Civilizations (AoC). More information on PLURAL + can be
found at: http://www.unaoc.org/content/view/346/257/lang,en/

Rotary Centers for International Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution
Rotary World Peace Fellows are leaders promoting national and international cooperation, peace, and the successful resolution of
conflict. Fellows can earn either a master's degree in international relations, public administration, sustainable development, peace
studies, conflict resolution, or a related field, or a professional development certificate in peace and conflict resolution. The
application deadline is July 1st, 2009. For more information, visit: http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/
EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx

UNICEF Youth Video Contest
UNICEF wants to see what you think about children's rights! It's the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), a document that celebrates all the important rights young people have. Make a video showing what child rights mean to
you, whether in the world at large, your country, your community or you personally. Videos must be one minute in length and will
be judged by professionals and youth from around the world. Winning videos will be featured in the CRC 20th Anniversary
campaign and the 2010 International Children's Day of Broadcasting . The deadline for submissions is 1 August 2009. Read more
about the CRC and the contest at http://www.unicef.org/voy/takeaction/takeaction_4439.html

United Nations University: Junior Professional Fellows Programme
The United Nations University Office at the United Nations, New York (UNU-ONY) recruits Junior Professional Fellows (JPFs) for two
sessions each year running from August to January, and February to July. The internship title, "Junior Professional Fellows" reflects



the high level of responsibility and opportunity given to those accepted into this programme.
Applications Deadlines:
August 1st to January 31st Session: May 31st
February 1st to July 31st Session: November 30th
Candidates selected for the current recruitment session will be informed by the beginning of July 2009.For more information,
please visit www.ony.unu.edu/internships

UPCOMING EVENTS

17-19 June 2009: Young Adults 4 New Results (Geneva)
This youth forum, organised by the Global Humanitarian Forum (GHF), will bring together 100 selected international young adults
in order to provide them with skills to play their part in countering the effects of climate change. By working in tandem with the
GHF, it is hoped that the forum will help them find new solutions to this global challenge. More information:
http://www.youthforum2009.org or RSVP to the Facebook event at http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=64378051319. If you
have any specific questions, contact Mischa Liatowitsch on youthforum@ghf-ge.org.

13-14 July 2009: International Conference on Diaspora and Development (Washington)
The Migration and Remittances team of the Development Economics and Prospects Group (DEPG) of the World Bank has organised
this conference with the aim of consolidating research and evidence on the way in which the diaspora of developing countries can
be a potent force of development for their countries of origin. It is hoped that in doing so policies will be formulated for both
sending and receiving countries. More information http://go.worldbank.org/EYOYIEAAP0 or email splaza@worldbank.org

5-7 August 2009: Global Model UN Conference (Geneva)
This event will bring together university-level students from Model UN programmes currently organized around the world. The
theme of the conference will be 'The Millennium Developments Goals: Lifting the bottom billion out of poverty'. It is expected that
the Global Model UN will inspire the next generation of leaders to be involved in national and global issues. More information:
http://www.un.org/gmun.

5-7 August 2009: 6th Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations (New York)
The Youth Assembly is an annual gathering of young people from around the world who seek practical ways to contribute to the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, global networking and social entrepreneurship skills. 'Make Your Mark: Youth
Led Development and the MDGs' is this years theme. If you wish to attend please make sure you apply before 5th June 2009. More
information: http://faf.org/unyouthassembly/ya_home.htm

21 - 26 August 2009: TUNZA International Youth Conference on the Environment
The Conference, organised by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), will bring together 200 youth, to learn about the
environment through plenary sessions, workshops and field trips. The daily themes include 'Climate change: Limiting the
FootPrint', 'Youth and Green Jobs', 'Disasters and Conflicts and their Impact on the Environment' and 'Sustainable Lifestyles'. More
information: http://www.unep.org/tunza/youth/conferences_events/TIYC2009.

TAKE ACTION

August 2009: International Youth Day
Sustainability does not only refer to maintaining environmental balance and renewal. Sustainability encapsulates three facets of
life: the environment, society and the economy. We live our lives in the overlaps and intersections of these facets, and our actions
and attitudes help shape them. Their changing shapes in turn affect the way we are able to live our lives. The negative effects of
unsustainable behaviour are not easily contained. As has been proven by the global crises in food, the economy and the
environment, the concept of the global village has gone beyond being a useful analogy to being a hard reality, making clear the
need to adopt a global sense of social responsibility.

With these things in mind, as the energizers of today and the holders of tomorrow, it is imperative that youth embrace the
challenge of sustainability in its fullness as they help pave the way forward through the 21st century and beyond. Youth action,
inclusion, and their full participation are key to developing today's world for the generations of today and tomorrow and central to
a sustainable existence. For more information visit: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/iyouthday.htm)

VOLUNTEER

Do you want to help educate young people, inspire and assist them to take action, help design programmes that empower youth
and advise them on how to implement action projects successfully? If so, you can volunteer abroad with Young People We Care
(YPWC)! YPWC volunteers and interns work together with YPWC staff. For more information on the opportunities available and the



work YPWC does, please visit:
http://www.ypwc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=113&Itemid=99

The YPWC Newsletter aims to keep civil society practitioners, young people, donors and academics informed of national and global
issues and trends in development that affect young people. Do you know of a friend who is working in the field of youth
development? Tell them to register for a free subscription by logging on to: www.ypwc.org. If you have any suggestions on ways to
improve upon the YPWC Newsletter, or any feedback on our issues, please let us know. Please address all your comments to us at
newsletter@ypwc.org

Young People We Care
Postal Address: Young People We Care (YPWC), P. O. BOX SN 369,

KUMASI.GHANA.
Email address: info@ypwc.org

Phone: +233-20-8278216, +233-242-970908,+233-243-648442
P.O. Box: SN 369

Permanent Physical address: 462 SOUTHWESTERN BYPASS, PATASI ESTATE, SANTASI-KUMASI.GHANA To unsubscribe, click
here:

http://www.ypwc.org/beta/index.php?mact=NMS,cntnt01,unsubscribe_email,0&cntnt01uniqueid=
2823a51ff9d71cde12f03bfba69f063f&cntnt01returnid=15

--
Kind Regards,

Michael Boampong,
(Executive Director)
Young People We Care (YPWC)
P O BOX SN 369, SANTASI-KUMASI.GHANA
michael@ypwc.org,mikenice22002@yahoo.co.uk
+233-20-8278216,+233-242-970908
www.ypwc.org

Young People We Care (YPWC) is a registered youth-led and youth-focused, non-profit organization that is headquartered in
Ghana and has satellite offices in the UK, Canada and USA. The organization is operated by young people (ages 15–30) and adult
allies working on youth and development related issues worldwide. At YPWC, we are passionate about sustainable development,
the realization of the Millennium Development Goals and the promotion of a culture of peace and universal human rights for all. Visit
us at: www.ypwc.org  


